PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

2k  Uov  55 

I,  location  - • 

Hokkaloo,  Japan  ' 

13.  CONCLUSIONS 

' i 

□ WcTs  Bo  Moon 

□ Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

O Was  Aircrofl 
O Probably  AtrcroFt 

□ Possibly  Aircraft 

Wos  Astronofoicol  MDOU 

□ Probobly  Asironomicol  ^ 

□ Possibly  Astronomicol 

n 

3.  OATErTIME  GROUP 

La?  at . 

GMT 

i-  TYPF  Of  OBSERVATION 

O GrouvukVIsuot  □ Groynd*Rodar 

AfP>VlxMat  □ Aif^lntorc#pl  Rodar 

- - 

5.  PHOTOS 

□ Y»t 
3p  M6 

i.  ibuRCE 

military  (F-86  Pilot) 

7.  LENGTH  OP.OBSERVATION 
5 Min 

8.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

« 

1 

9.  COURSE 

sta 

□ Insufficient  Dofo  for  Evoluation 

□ Unknown 

ID.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

On  mission  at  25,oOO  a red  glow  of  high 
Ineaslty  vas  sighted  (stationary)* 

First  looked  like  a/c  on  fire  or  after- 
humer.  First  spherical  shape ^ then  changed 
to  oblong,  retaining  brightness.  Olov 
disappeared  gradually  vlthln  min* 

11.  COMMENTS 

Refraction  of  setting  moon. 
See  Dr  Hynelda  evaulatlon 
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53  AND  56  PASSED  TO  AFOIN-4  (ATIC)  FOR  INFO  AND  EVALUATION.  AFOIN-4 
HAS  REQUESTED  CLARIFICATION  ^ YOUR' MESSAGE  WHICH  STATES  QUOTE  AT  . 
HiE  TIME  OF  INCIDENT  THE  MOON  WAS  AT  191  DEGREES  FROM  THE  POSITION 
OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  END  QUOTE 

AFOIN-4  QUERRIES  QUOTE  SHOULD  NOT  THIS  AZIMUTH  LOCATION  READ  291 
DEGREES#  A POSITION  OF  l9l  DEGREES  WOULD  LOCATE  THE  MOON  IN  SSE 
direction  AT  TIMEOF  SETTING  WHEREAS  A POSITION  OF  291  DEGREES  WOULD 
ISTABLISH  THE  CORRECT  APPROXIMATE  LOCATION  IN  THE  WEST  AT  SETTING 
END  QUOTE.  REQUEST  YOUR  COMMENT  BE  ADDRESSED  TO  AFOIN-4 ' (ATIC) 
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Boferance  your  tnaafiaga  3^77^  dtd  0II902Z  Dac  concerning  UFOB  sigh.'ting 

pilot  over  Hokkaido,  Japan*  ii^aliminary  evaluation  by  ATIC  as  follows t IVobable 

reflection  of  moon  thr<>*«aa  c Loud  layer* 


Noon  at  that  time  ^of  (>ear  in  first  quarter  and  set  scmetime  around  midnight* 


The  reflection  of  sunlight*  from  the  moon  through  a cloud,  layer  would  result  in  the 
cloud  filtering  the  blue  rmn  the  reflection  and  thus  leaving  a reddish-orange  glow, 
The  moon  would  not  be  »1»  to  the  observer  due  to  its  low  position  on  the 


horizon  and  its  obatruatljn  frcm  view  by  existing  cloud  layers* 
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REPLACES  NNE  FORM  173,  1 MAY  4i, 

wrick  may  be  used. 


i 


KQ322  ' 

RR  RJEDWP  ™ 
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DE  RJEPHQ  133 
R \ ■ . 

PA  HEDUSAF  WASH DC 
TO  RJEDEM/CIK’CONAD  EMT  APB  COLO 
RJEDWP/ATIC  WRIGHT  PATTERSOM  AFB  DAYTON  OHIO  f 

//MMppBlI^/FRON  CLN  AF0IN-2A1  53  33  2 REFERENOC  IS  MADE  TO 

U3AF  5Y776  CMM  DATED  1 DEC  1955,  FOLLOWING  UNEVALUATED  MESSAGE^CMM 

ON  SAME  SUBJECT  CMM  FROM  COMDR  FEAF  ON  3 DEC  PASSED  TO  YCyR  'KEADOUARTERS 

QUOTE  CLN  THE  FOLLOWING'  INFO  FROM  THE  3 9TH  AIR  DIV  INCLUDING  A PILOTS 

INTERROGATION  REPORT  IS  FORWARDED  FOR  YOUR  INFO  CLN 

1.  EVALUATION  OF  PILOT  CLN  1/LT  DURFEY  CMM  MILES  CMM  AO  222S024  . 

CMM  339  FIS  IS  CONSIDERED  A COMPLETELY  RELIABLE  SOURCE^  THE  DEBRIEFING 
OFFICER  EVALUATED  THE  SOURCE  AND  PROBABILITY  OF  THE  INFORMATION  AS 
A-2.  LT  DURFFY  HAS  DEEM  EN  EYEWITNESS  TO  APPROXIMATELY  SEVEN 
PREVIOUS  NUCLEAR  F,vpl,OS lOfJS  FROM  THE  GOUND  DURING  MARCH  TO.  JUNE  1S54 
CMM  FROM  LAS  VAC AS  Cn!i  NEVADA  CMM  APPROX  S3  MILES  AWAY.  FURTHER 
STATES  HE  HAS  SEEiM  NllllkRUJS  TRAINING  FILMS  AND  MOVIES  OF  EXPLOSIONS. 

iTiriO 


ev'utnn  except  prior  to 

-fUiE.'—PH YSiCAI.LY  UE.M OV £ 
?EXCE5  BY  DATE-TIME  GEOUI 
;CATIO*N  ■ . J 


PARAPHRASE  XCT 
CATEGORY  li  EHC* 
ALL  INTERNAL  Hi: 
PRIOR  TO  DECl^SI 
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IT^ISJaS  OPINION  THAT  IT  WAS  AN  ATOMIC  BURST  AND  THAT*S  ALL  IT  COULD 


2.  LT  DURFEY  STATED  Oi'aclNALLY  THAT  HE  THOUGHT  IT  WAS  AT  LEAST -233 
MILES  AWAY  CLN  LATER  MATHEMATICAL  COMPUTATIONS  BY  HIM  PLACED  THIS 
FIGURE  AS  BETTER  T):am  533  MIl.Eq>  PARAGRAPH  3,02  CMM  CAPT  3.  VOL  II* 
RADIOLOGICAL  DEFENSE.  'iTCV^'^TTU B L I S HE D BY  ARMED  FORCES  SPECIAL  ICAPONS 
PROJECT  STATES  CLN  QUOTE  IN  ONE  OF  THE  TEST  EXPLOSIONS  AT  NEVADA 

IN  IS 51  THE  GLARE  It!  THE  SKY  CMM  IN  THE  EARLY  HOURS  OF  THE  DAWN  WAS 
VISIBLE  OVER  433  MILES  AWAY.  UNQUOTE.  FROM  25,300  FEET  IT  IS  POSSIBLE 
THAT  LT  DURFEY  COULD  HAVE  SEEN  THE  BALL  OF  FIRE  AT  400  OR  EVEN  MORE 
MILES  AWAY.  FURTIiER  THE  ABOVE  MENTIONED  VOLUME  STATED  THAT  A HIGH 
AIR  BURST  WOULD  START  AT  4,000  AMD  GO  UP  TO  3 3,033  TO  63, 003  FEET. 

3.  THE  FOLLOWING  IS  COPY  OF  THE  SIGNED  STATEMENT  MADE  BY  LT  DURFEY 
I'RUCH  IS  IN  THE  MAIL  TO  YOUR  HEADQUARTERS  CLN  QUOTE.  AT  0105  HOURS 
CMM  25  NOVEMBER  55  CMM  I WAS  SCRAMBLED  OUT  OF  CHITOSE  UNDE 5 THE  CALL 
SIGN  OF  *"5nA:v?Y  RFC."  THE  MISSION  WAS  TO  INVESTIGATE  A GCI  RADAR 
PICKUP  OF  A PRESUMABLY  UNKNOWN  AIRCRAFT.  THE  VECTOR  FOR  OUR  FLIGHT 
OF  TWO  F-S5D  AIRCRAFT  WAS  GiVEf:  TO  US  3 53  DEGREES  CMM  AND  WE  l^ERE  TO 
AGENT  TO  AN  ALTITUDE  OF  25,330  FEET  WHILE  CLIMBING  OUT  CM  THIS  HEADING 
IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  TAKEOFF  CMM  MY  wINGMAN’S  RADI 0* RECEIVER  BECAME 
INOPERATIVE  AND  COULD  NOT  BE  CONTACTED  FOR  THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  FLIGHT 
I WENT  INTO  A THIN  OVERCAST  AT  ABOUT- 5,323  FEET  AND  BROKE  OUT  AT 

Tv  rr.  ^;v  '.i t 'a M AT  TKTt^  TTMT  t.TAc:  Arjopr:'/  Tv-jr  htttc  pruTvr, 


unclassified. 


rMbiL  inKi.21.  1^0 

AND  WAS  FOLLOWIff  ME  WITH  THE  AID  CF  HiS  RAf  R.  THERE  WERE  NO 
CLOUD  CONDITION^-  ANY  KIND  ABOVE  LAYER . F0\.^.-1ENTI0NED  CMM  AMD  THE 
VISIBILITY  IMS  extremely  GOOD.  AT  APPROX  01131  CMM  LOCATION  WD  6563 
CHi']  ALTITUDE  25,323  FEET  AMD  ON  HEADING  OF  5 62  DEGREES . 

AWARE  OF  A RED  GLO'.;  TO  MY  LEFT.  AT  FIRST  IT  APPEARED  TO  BE  A 
■REFLECTIOir INSTRUMENT  LIGHTS  CMiM  BUT  I ELIMINATED 
THAT  POSSIBILITY  BY  PUTTING  MY  HAND  AGAINST  THE  CANOPY  AND  PEERING 
THR0UG){  TWO  SPREAD  FI-'GERS  'WITH  .MY  HEAD  AGAINST  MY  HAND.  I NEXT  THOUGHT 
THE  GLOW  MAY  BE  COMING  FROM  AN  AIRCRAFT  ON  FIRE  CMM  BUT  AS  THE  LIGHT 
WAS  NOT  MOVING  CMM  THIS  POSSIBILITY  WAS  ALSO  ELIMINATED  CMM  I NEXT 
THOUGHT  THAT  THE  GLOW  MIGHT  BE  COMING  FROM  THE  AFTERBURNER  OF  ANOTHER 
AIRCRAFT  CLOSE  BY.  THIS  POSSIBILITY  WAS  ELIMINATED  BY  TURNING 
INTO  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  CLOW.  THE  GLOW  REMAINED  STATIONARY  AND  A 
HEADING  CF ^^2  DEGREES  WAS  ESTABLISHED  TO  PLACE  THE  LIGHT  DIRECTLY 
AHEAD  OF  THE  "a I PCT^f , AS  THE  MISSION  WAS  STILL  IN  PROGRESS  I TURNED 
BAG,j;.-...TO^H»^PlNG  OF  5 60  DEGREES*  AT  THIS  POINT  IT  WAS  ESTIMATED  THAT 
A LITTLE  MORE  THAN  TWO  rllKUTES  HAD  ELAPSED.  SHORTLY  AFTER  THE  TURN 
WAS  STARTED  CMM  THE  GLOW  BEGAN  TO  FLATTEN  OUT  FROM  ITS  ORIGINAL 
SPHERICAL  SHAPE  PAREN  TO  CLARIFY  A STATEMENT  MADE  IN  AN  EARLIER 
PXPORT  CMM  THIS  OBLONG  OR  FLATTEIIED  STAGE  COULD  BE  COMPARED  TO  THE 
VJELL  KNOWN  " MASHROOM"  STAGE  WHICH  RESULTS  AFTER  AN  EXPLOSION  OF  / 

THIS  KIND.  HOWEVER  CMM  THE  STEM  CMM  IF  THERE  WAS_OiJ£.CMM  OF  THIS 
MUSiLRIiOM  T A GF.  WA.q„ N.aT. V T q L BT X . PAREN  THIS  GLOW  WAS  FLATTENED  ON 
A }lARIXONfAL' PLANE  AND  THE  ILLUMINATICM  IN  THIS  STAGE  LASTED  FOR 
APPROX  TWO  MIfJUTES.  AFTER  THIS  STAGE  THE  LIGHT  FADED  OUT  MODERATELY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE  FOUR  RJEPHQ  103 

FAST  CMM  I.E.  IN  LJji:i;n:ilAiiJ[HIRTY  SECONDS.  MY  LOCATION  WAS  WD  S5S5 
CMM  V/TNPPP  FEET  CMM  ill  SI,  THE  TOTAL  PERIOD  OF  MY  OBSERVANCE  THUS 
WAS  ABOUT  FIVE  MINUiTS.  TO  APPROXIMATE  THE  SIZE  OF  THE  GLOW  CMM  A 
SPHERE  ONE -HALF  INCH  til  DIAMETER  HELD  AT  A ONE  YARD  DISTANCE  FROM  THE 
EYE  WOULD  SHOW  IN  0 CM FAR IS OH  WHAT  I SAW  FROM  THE  COCKPIT.  AT  520 
STATUTE  MILES  THIS  WOULD  MAKE  THE  DIAMETER  OF  THE  SPHERE  TO  BE 
SLIGHTLY  LESS  THAN  SEVEN  MILES  ACROSS.  THE  COLOR  OF  THE  GLOW  THROUGHOUT 
THE  ENTIRE  TIME  WAS  A DEEP  RED  WITH  AN  ORANGE  TINT.  IT  APPEARED  THAT 
rHE  HIGHEST  .INTENSITY  OF  THE  LIGHT  WAS  REACHED  JUST  PRIOR  TO  THE 
FLATTENING -CUT  PROCESS.  IN  THE  LATTER  PART  OF  THE  OBSERVANCE  PERIOD 
AN  ELONGATED  DARK  OBJECT.  APPEARED  HORIZONTALLY  TO  THE  LEFT  AND  IN  THE 
MIDDLE  CF  THE  SPHERE.  THIS  CLOSELY  RESEMBLED  A CLOUD  FORMATION  AMD 
BLOCKED  OUT  APPROXIMATELY  ONE -FIFTH  OF  THE  SPHERE.  I WAS  UNABLE  TO 
CONTACT  MY  WING MAN.  I COULD  NOT  GET  HIM  TO  VERIFY  ANY  OF  THIS  INFOR- 

MAT  I CM.  UNQUOTE.  o 

FEAF  COMMENT  CLM  AT  THE  TINE  OF  INCIDENT  THE  MOON  WAS  A1<C  1 51,JL£EGREES 
FROM  THE  POSITION  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  THE  MOON  SET  AT_li2JULJ^Tr^E 
OFT  HE  I i ;C  I DE  NT . -~IHE  RE  I S NO  AUDIT  I CM  AL  EV I IE  ■ 1C  E 'T  0 S L'  3ST  A NT  I ATE 
THAI  THIS  WAS  AN  ATOMIC  EXPLOSION.  HISTORICALLY  CMM  THERE  IS  NO  RECORD 
OF  NUCLEAR  EXPLOSIONS  IN  THIS  AREA.  UNQUOTE 
REQUEST  AFOIN-A  EVALUATION  AS  SCON  AS  POSSIBLE. 
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rod  Par  East  sources  malatalning 
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b.  Ho  previous  explosions  reported  frora  that; particular  location  of 


Reference  our  ranssage  IC  4120S  dtd  02113OZ  Dec.  Evaluation  contained  therein 


remains  the  same.  However,  one  discrepancy  remains  to  be  clarified.  In  your 

„ ! 

message  53032,  the  following  statement  appears;  "P2AF  connent,  at  the  time  of 


incident,  the  moon  was  at  19i  degrees  from  the  position  of  the  aircraft 


Should 


es  would  locate 


the  moan  in  a SSE  direction  at  time  of  setting.  A position  of  29I  degrees  would 


establish  the  correct  aporoxlmate  local 
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